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Kia ora Parents, Caregivers & Whanau,

As I prepare this final newsletter of the Term, I am pleased to reflect on the many achievements of our 
students over the Term. These have all been made possible by our dedicated team of passionate Teachers 
and Support Staff and the many parents/caregivers and whanau that support their learning. 
Thank you so much to our Matakana School community for their commitment to our magic school.

Thanks to all the parents who wrote letters to their children after the PPPs. The children and teachers 
were so touched by your heartwarming expressions of support and encouragement. Those letters were 
truly inspirational. Keeping your child engaged in their learning by using positive words of 
encouragement, is one of the most valuable things you can do for your child’s future schooling success.

This week we have our Senior School Speech Competition in the school hall. 
 I always look forward to hearing how articulate our students are, and the fascinating range of speech 
topics that are chosen. It is great to hear many are choosing the environment, and other similar topics 
that are going to be so important to their everyday lives in the future. Look out for the results in the 
next newsletter. 

The planning for Move & Groove is well underway. It is set to be another great show with the Theme 
being “at the movies”. This year we are expanding the evening to incorporate some fundraising in lieu of 
the Christmas Fair.  Being able to grab some dinner before the show will help out parents that have 
dropped children off to get ready and also provide some down time for a catch up in the playground 
before the show. It is sure to be a great show! 

I would like to extend my thanks to Hugo Santos from Tennis Monsters for spending some time last 
week doing Tennis coaching with the students during their sports sessions. It is a great way for them to 
be introduced to a new sport. Potentially it created some interest in continuing on with that as part of 
their learning journey. There are plenty of great Tennis clubs in the area for them to join if they choose 
to. Hugo also kindly donated a huge bag of tennis gear for our school use. 
Thank you again, your generosity is really appreciated.

Thank you to those that have taken the time to make sure your child’s immunisation status is current. 
Luckily we have avoided any cases of Measles at our school thus far, but felt it prudent to be fully 
prepared in the event that this may happen. 
Currently 11% of our students have no immunisations, 39% are recorded as 'fully Immunised”, and 50% 
had ticked in their enrolment book that students were immunised however this has not been verified 
with supporting documents, therefore clarification is needed.
With more than half the school showing incomplete immunisation records during our initial checks, this 
could have been a mammoth exercise. We sincerely hope that we can avoid any instances of infection, 
and are aiming to have a 100% confirmation of each child's status. 
Please do send this information as soon as possible if you haven’t already. 

Our middle school classes are travelling to the Auckland Stardome Observatory on Monday and 
Thursday this week. This is part of our ‘Change’ Inquiry learning unit. What a fabulous way to learn 
about the stars, the universe and all that happens in our beautiful skies. I look forward to hearing about 
what they have learned and reading some great stories about the trip. 
Thank you to Miss Kurmann for organising this wonderful adventure. 

The last week of term is a busy one, with the Junior school trip to the Pumphouse Theatre to see 
‘The Little Yellow Digger show, “wheels” days throughout the week, and a visit from the Howick College 
Jazz band on Friday to see us out into the holidays. We will also be sending our speech winners to the 
Inter-school Competition at Snells Beach school, good luck everyone! Daylight savings is timed to 
perfection this year, just in time for the holidays to start. 

Creative Kid Award:               Ed J R9 & Grace F R2 - Sponsored by Brick Bay 
Magic Student of the Week:  Shay O R4 & Oscar L R3 - Sponsored by The Stables & Smiths
Sports Star of the Week:        Ava C R11 & Jack B R1 - Sponsored by Summer Sessions
Plume Playground Award:  Issak G R7 & Blake H R2 - Sponsored by Plume Cafe

On closing, once again, thank you for your support this Term. Have an enjoyable school holidays and let 
your children have a good rest. It is going to be a short, sharp and very busy Term 4!

Ngā mihi, 
Darrel Goosen
Principal

2019 Term Dates 
Term 3:  22nd July - 27th Sep
Term 4:  14th Oct - 18th Dec

2020 Term Dates 
Term 1:  3 Feb - 9 Apr
Term 2: 28 Apr - 3 July
Term 3: 20 July - 25 Sept
Term 4: 12 Oct - 15 Dec

SEPT

16 Room 5 & 6 Observatory trip

18 Pizza with the Principal

19 Room 4,7 & 8 Observatory trip

20 Room 5 Assembly 1.30pm

23 Change Celebration  
(Up cycling)

25 Interschool speech 
competition

26 Little Yellow digger Show 
(juniors only)

27 LAST DAY OF TERM 3

29 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS STARTS 
(clocks go forward 1hr)

OCT

14  FIRST DAY OF TERM 4 

24 Athletics Day Yr 3 - 6

25 Principal for the day

28 LABOUR DAY (NO SCHOOL)

TERM 3 EVENT CALENDAR

TERM 4 EVENT CALENDAR
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Message from the Board of Trustees 

The Board of Trustees met on Monday evening 9 September 2019. 

One of our staff board members and school SENCO, Wendy Chittenden, has had 
an accident at home and has broken her foot. Wendy contributes to so much at 
school and without her, we realise just how much she does.  
We wish Wendy a speedy recovery. Thank you to all other staff members and 
teachers who are stepping up in Wendy’s absence to fill the void. We appreciate 
all the work you are doing. 

Maryann Steel presented the mid-year assessment data. Our students are tracking 
well and we are very proud of how hard all our students are working to make 
progress on their learning journey. Keep up the good work. Thank you to the 
teachers for your continued commitment to our students and their progress.  
We love hearing about the creative ways they reach and inspire our students.  
We are very grateful for all your efforts.  

Neil Hatful and Jo Forsyth also presented the Gifted and Talented Education 
Report for 2019. The report is a wonderful summary of all the opportunities 
students have at Matakana School to enrich and extend their learning. We are 
looking forward to hearing how, through professional development, staff can 
become more aware of Maori giftedness and therefore are more able to identify 
and support our gifted Maori students. There is an inherent expectation in Maori 
society that a person’s gifts and talents will be used to benefit others and therefore 
beautiful characteristics like generosity Manaakitanga and caretaker/guardianship 
of knowledge, environment and resources Kaitiakitanga are valued and 
recognised. 

Thank you to all those parents who have paid their school donations for 2019.  
We now have 47% of parents and caregivers who have paid their school 
donations. We would love to see an increase in this percentage as it still reflects 
that only half of families pay their school donations. This increases the pressure 
on fundraising events and requests from school. We therefore kindly ask families 
that have not yet paid their donations, to please do so. Thank you in advance for 
your support in this matter.  

Absences  
The office must be notified of 

all absences via the school 
App or the absence line  

422 7309 before 9am please.

It’s great to see what our students  
get up to during their weekends.  

Looks like Dylan & Leo M had a  
fun, messy time at the recent  
Mud Run.  

Excellent photo boys!! 

The beautiful artwork  
your child has created is 
n o w A v a i l a b l e t o 
purchase on kindo. 

The calendars, diaries 
and cards made with the 
art are a fabulous gift 
for family & friends or as 
a momento of your Childs 
time at school.  

Last day for orders is 
Sunday 13th Oct.

A massive Thank you to  
Hugo Santos for donating all 

this Tennis equipment. 
Awesome!! 
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Look at what our 
youngest students 

from Room 3  
can do in Maths.  

Every morning they 
come up with a 

number problem to 
match the date. 
They're Maths 

Superstars!

Room 6 river trip 
Thank you to whitebait connections and  

Phil at Matakana river tours for being an 
important part of our study.  

What a great outing, and all within walking 
distance of school!  

Julie has another exciting school holiday 
programme for term 3 with some old and new 
favourite activities to choose from.  

Mon 30th Sept wk1 and Thurs 10th Oct wk2  
Special FX Face Art and much more with the 
wonderful Amy and Dali from DaliFX. The 
children have an amazing day learning and 
doing special FX body makeup. 
Amy always brings a twist with her Green Screen 
and Dali with the video.  Fun fun fun 

Tues 1st Oct and Mon 7th October  
Is an oldie but a goodie Clip n climb. Don’t 
climb the walls, send your kiddies along to climb 
the walls for themselves. Haha 

Wed 9th October wk2  
We are back to Jump. With lots of fun games run 
by their staff, like dodgeball and most kiddies 
love the foam pit. 

Friday 4th Oct wk1 and Tues 8th Oct wk2 
Skateboarding with Umberto aka Principal 
Skinner. Teaching children the importance of pre 
stretching, fuelling their bodies while learning 
new skills on their Skateboards. 

Friday 11th Oct wk 2  
Fairy cafe. Come dressed as your favourite fairy 
or pirate. Children get to meet either a fairy or a 
princess on the day, play games, make fairy 
biscuits and have a fairy lunch. Very cute... and 
full of delight and wonder.  

Limited spaces for Jump, clip n climb and fairy 
cafe. Early booking so you don’t miss out can be 
made by emailing matakanakids@gmail.com 

Congratulations to the winners of a trip 
to school in a Fire Truck.  

Thank you to the Point Wells/Matakana 
Volunteer Fire Brigade for providing 

this exciting opportunity.  

The Brigade is always  
looking for volunteers,  
please contact Peter  
Guild if you are  
interested  
027 4726080,  
what a great way to  
support and be  
involved in our  
community. 
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GRAB A TORCH! NIGHT AT THE 
MUSEUM IS BACK 

TUE 1, WED 2, THU 3, SUN 6, FRI 11 & SUN 
13 OCT, 6PM - 9PM 

EARLY BIRD UNTIL 8 SEPT: $25, STANDARD 
TICKET: $30. 

Booking fee applies 

THESE EVENTS SELL-OUT - BOOK YOUR 
EARLY BIRD TICKET NOW 

Grab a torch, explore the darkened 
galleries, and come face-to-face with a cast 

of characters who'll share stories and 
traditions of Tangata Whenua, just like 

when the first bewildered bunch of 
seafarers set foot in Aotearoa. 

It’s going to be all hands-on deck as you 
learn how to behave in His Majesty’s Royal 
Navy – avoid the dreaded cat o’ nine tails 
and sample some delightful 19th century 

Naval food. 
A fun night time adventure for the whole 

family! 

Otamatea Group Day 2019 
YES, we will be having Calves! 
YES, we will be having Lambs! 
YES, we will be having Goats! 

When: Sunday 20th October with late registrations 
opening from 8 am and College class 

commencing at 9 am.
Pre Registrations will go in the draw for an early bird 

prize. (must be registered by the 14th October to 
qualify). 

Where: Kaiwaka Sports Complex, 2 Gibbons Road
Who: Everyone from Preschool to Year 13.

Any Questions? 
Please contact Michaela on 0212669164

silverstreamsalers@gmail.com

Homebuilders Family Services.  North Rodney (Inc.)
5 Hexham Street, Warkworth      Phone:  (09) 425 7048

             
Courses in Warkworth and Wellsford.                      Term 4, 2019

Parenting course with Liz Cole in Warkworth
Date:  Monday the 21st of October 2019 (Six weeks)
Time:  9.30am – 11.30am
Venue:  Homebuilders Family Services, 5 Hexham Street, Warkworth 

Liz’s parenting course focuses on building positive relationships between children and parents/caregivers to 
facilitate wellbeing for all. It includes topics such as understanding how children’s emotions work, brain 
development, self care, setting limits and play. The course provides ways of being with children so that 
children’s minds are soothed and therefore ready for learning, co-operation and fun. The aim is sincere empathy 
and ‘the sky is blue’ boundaries. 

You can register by calling the Homebuilders office on 09 425 7048.  If you require free childminding 
please let us know when you register.

As part of the 2019 Kowhai Fes4val 50 year celebra4ons, the Warkworth Museum will be holding a Teddy Bears 
picnic. 
We would like to invite all of the Primary School children in the area to par4cipate in our ‘design a poster’ 
compe44on. All posters received will be displayed around the district to adver4se the Teddy Bears Picnic; the 
winner chosen from each category will be awarded a prize. 
There are two categories: Age 5-7 and 8-10 
The picnic is being held on Sunday 20th October between 11am and 3pm at the Warkworth Museum. Entries to 
be returned to the museum by the 20th of September 

Your story
Your life story is a series of chapters. 
Moving home is a huge milestone 
and defining moment. If it’s time for 
you to create new memories, I am 
confident I can help you with this 
important step.

BU
FF

AL
O

/B
RE

77
87

Bayleys Omaha Beach, 1 Matariki Street
www.victoriaturner.bayleys.co.nz

MACKYS REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS. LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Victoria Turner
m 021 795 099
e v.turner@bayleys.co.nz

Warkworth Library will be having a Mini Comic-Con on Saturday, 
September 28th from 11am – 1pm.  This is a free, family friendly pop 
culture event.  We will have different activities going on including a 

creative space, illustrator, Magic the Gathering tournament (ages 13+), 
photo booth, best dressed and drawing competitions, and  graphic 

novel and manga displays.
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